Renovating the

)

ABS/ASF A3E

By Dennis and Cynthia Wolter, Air Mod

very time | read an aviation magazine, | turn to the product reviews section. | am amazed at how many new items there

are that can make flying more comfortable, safe, and convenient. Once installed, some of these products are ultimately

unseen behind your renovated interior. Some make you smile every time you use your airplane, and some we hope you

will never need. Many of the aftermarket products that we installed in the renovation of the ABS Air Safety Foundation’s

A36 truly brought this 37-year-old airplane to safety and comfort standards of the 21* century.

First on the list is a very important item that hopefully will be
the worst investment you make in your airplane (in that you don't
ever want to put it to the test). I'm referring to shoulder harnesses.
We installed BAS four-point inertia reel pilot and copilot shoulder
harnesses. BAS very generously donated one of these kits to
this project. | firmly believe this system provides a major safety
enhancement by symmetrically protecting an occupant’s head and
torso with two shoulder harness straps. They come from above
each shoulder and are secured to the lap belt buckle assembly

in the center of your lap. The result is greatly improved restraint
for an occupant regardless of the vector of an impact force. The
inertia reels keep the harnesses comfortably in position while
allowing total freedom of movement.

The ABS/ASF's 1981 A36 left the factory with a standard single-
strap inertia reel shoulder harness. BAS does not offer an STC-
approved kit for those airframes that already have that factory
inertia reel harness. In order to install the four-point BAS harnesses
in this A36, we needed to get a field approval to install two Beech










potential for future damage, and to make them easier to remove
and reinstall, we neatly cut the floorboards where they are normally
broken, and install a riveted-in-place metal tab with a nut plate
and a PK screw that allows the floorboard to be separated into
two pieces (photo 3). Problem solved.

Another common issue we had to fix involved mounting holes
that, over time, became enlarged or broken out, particularly at
the corners of the floorboards. The fix here is to first splice a new
piece of epoxy-bonded wood at the damaged area (photo 4),
reinforced by a .016 " aluminum plate bonded to both sides of the
floorboard (phote 5). We then locate and drill a new mounting
hole, and the floorboard is as good as new.

While all of this detail work was progressing, we removed the aging,
cream-colored control yokes and shipped them to Advanced Paint
Technology, who agreed to donate their very durable gloss black
powder coating of the yokes (photo 6). They look great!

I'm sure that at one time or another every Bonanza and
Baron owner has had issues with the pesky stop on their cabin
door. Mountain View Aviation has an elegant fix called the
Door Steward. The product is a clean-looking gas cylinder door
steward that will automatically hold the door open (photo 7).
Mountain View Aviation supported this A36 renovation project
by donating this great product. Installation requires locating
and installing two brackets, and took approximately one hour.

Now it was time to install new cabin insulation. We begin
with Skandia SK-8240PSA skin damping material on the bare,
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