Beauty 1s also skin deep

to now, the 1976 Cessna U206F that
| ’ P isour Aero SUV sweepstakes air-
plane has undergone what might be

considered the nuts and bolts part of the rework.
With the major airframe alterations and avionics
installation completed, the immediate next steps
were to repaint the exterior and furnish the interi-
or. I For the repaint, we turned to Ada Aircraft
Paint in the eponymous south-central Oklahoma
town. Red and Vera Brend run what is literally a
mom-and-pop operation, but that’s not unusual
in the world of aircraft painting. Quality is what
counts over quantity in this business, so what the
Brends’ facility might lack in high-rise corporate
gloss it more than makes up for in
outstanding work. Indeed, the paint
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shop is also the field’s de facto FBO, offering fuel
and sodas as well as paint. ¥ We chose Ada Air-
craft Paint in part because of its good reputation.
Both our own research and feedback from owners
of various makes of airplanes suggested that we
would get a properly prepared, well-applied coat
of paint, delivered on schedule and budget.
When picking a shop, pay particular attention to
its recent product. Quality varies by the job at
nearly every paint shop, and a show winner pro-
duced halt a decade ago is not necessarily an indi-
cation of how the facility is performing today. Ask
for references and do what you can to look at
recent jobs in the flesh. Photos can and do hide a
multitude of sins. &8 AOPA Pilot Art
Director Mike Kline designed the
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features luxurious leather inserts on the cabin sidewalls.

exactly as promised—the Aero SUV was
ready for pickup. Normally, Brend and his
crew like to have a few extra days at the
end of the job to let the paint cure and, in

the case of an airplane with a similar
amount of hail damage, an extra few days

to work out the blemishes. Because of our
tight schedule—the April Sun 'n Fun
show in Lakeland, Florida, was the next

stop for the airplane—Brend and compa-
ny worked weekends and evenings to

have it ready for display. Upon its depar-
ture from Ada, bound for Lakeland,
Brend reportedly watched the 206 take
off and commented, “Well, I don't see any
paint coming off, so it’s probably cured.”
They like their sense of humor dry in this
part of tornado alley.

Ada Aircraft Paint has a fixed-price

downright cheap. In part, that
explains why the firm’s clien-
tele hails from virtually
every corner of the country.
Nearly all of the flying in the
206 up to now had been with-
out an intertor—it was re-
moved in January during the
airframe-repair portion of the
project at Aero-West Specialties
In Santa Maria, California—and
we were all eager to get the
airplane into Dennis Wolter’s
capable hands for a new interi-
or and, just as important, new
soundproofing. Wolter's com-
pany, Air-Mod, in Batavia,
Ohio, performed miracles on
our Better Than New 172, and

The Aero SUV's seats are done in durable fabrics but include integral map pockets just where you need them. The interior also

fabrics for the seats and the majority of
the interior. To keep the luxury quotient
high, he suggested a leather section in
the side panel, “So wherever bare skin
touches the interior, youre touching
leather,” he says. Moreover, the tfabric

schedule based on airplane size and a

few other variables. A three-color scheme
on a 206 normally costs $5,995. Addition-

al labor charges for body work and clean-
up run a very reasonable $35 an hour.
When you consider the high quality of
the work and the amount of hand labor
that goes into a paint job, Adas prices are

Air-Mod did not take our project lying down.

The folding bed makes the most of the 206's cav-
ernous interior and can be easily removed.

S0 you can haul six

we wanted his shop to take on
this project, which is perhaps
even more challenging.

Wolter convinced us to
forgo a total leather package
and focus on more durable










