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A stock starting place for creating tomorrow’s panel.

no part of our upgrading ot N737QN, a
1978 Cessna 172N, has time and tech-

nology been more friendly than in the
cockpit. A maturing aftermarket business
allowed us to swap out the airplane’s stock 160-
- horsepower engine for a 180 hp and to add a
STOL kit for improving takeoft, landing, and
slow-speed characteristics, but the new engine

s of the same technological vintage ETTE
as the original and similar STOL kits B R
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goals in turning N737QN into N172B, our Better
Than New 172 project airplane, are to improve
safety, comfort, and performance. We wrote

about the en
that come wil

1anced safety and performance
h the engine upgrade and STOL

Kit earlier in t
the paint and

he year. Future articles will detail
interior processes and, finally, tell

which AOPA member wins the airplane in Janu-

was built. Today’'s paint and interior
materials are better than in the
past, but not in the order of magni-
tude as the improved avionics and

‘ were available when this airplane THAN NEW of
/ E————h

ro

| mstrumentation out now. Our

ary as part of our Better Than New
17

2 Sweepstakes. I The upgrading
an avionics panel can take many
utes, from the simple to the sub-

lime. As you'll see in the following
pages, we chose the latter. In
deed, N172B is arguably the
best-equipped Skyhawk in this part
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