Renovating an Interior, Part One:

Planning Comes First

Every owner has a unique list
of needs and wants for their
aircraft interior. Industrial
designer DENNIS WOLTER
explains how to prioritize your
renovation for maximum effi-
ciency and provides a list of
key areas and items to con-
sider before you upgrade your
beloved airplane.
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month’s renovation
T H I S article is the first in a
series that will address
the planning, processes and execution of
renovating interiors in light airplanes.

My initial intent was to save the inte-
rior articles until I’ve covered everything
else; however, as I thought through the
entire renovation process, I realized that
totally removing an interior presents a
great opportunity to efficiently perform
other renovations and upgrades on your
wish list.

Tasks such as installing new windows,
avionics, passenger restraints, instru-
ment panel mods, oxygen systems and
other improvements can be undertaken
with less difficulty if you’re working in a
corrosion-free, clean and open cabin area

that was cleaned and corrosion-proofed
prior to the installation of new insulation
and interior components.

Before moving on, I would like to
address a very frequently asked question:
“What should I do first, paint or inte-
rior?” The answer to this question can be
predicated on many things. In an ideal
world—funds and downtime permit-
ting—the most efficient way to renovate
an older airplane is to take it to a com-
pany who can do everything at one time.

For most owners, this is unrealistic.
Money constraints mean most owners do
what I did with my own 172: put togeth-
er a plan that sequenced upgrade events
based on condition and functional need.
Since my original paint was cracking and
peeling, allowing surface corrosion to
start to develop, a new paint job became
first on my upgrade list.

Putting new paint at the top of my
list meant the condition of the aging
windshield had to be addressed. Since
windshield and window replacement
often requires drilling out a great number
of rivets, I decided to install a new wind-
shield before taking my airplane to the
paint shop.

The message here is, if any items on
your wish list require disturbing the
outside finish of the airframe, complete
those changes prior to paint. Likewise,
consider mods such as antenna changes,
speed mods, passenger restraints and
windows before doing your new interior.
If removing a few interior panels reveals
the presence of substantial cabin corro-
sion, a thorough cabin cleanup and new
interior takes priority over paint.

If paint is done first, care must be
taken by the interior shop to protect the
new paint. If the interior is done first,
the paint shop must keep paint chemicals
and overspray from migrating into the
cabin and onto doorjambs. Contact the
professionals involved and ask questions.
Good shops appreciate working with
informed customers.

Renovation begins with planning

The first step in renovating your inte-
rior begins long before the airplane is in
your hangar or the interior shop ready
for the teardown process to begin. I'm
referring to having a good plan in place.
That starts with keeping a notepad and
a camera in the airplane and making a
list of items you want to address when
you renovate the interior—whether on
your own, with some help or by a pro-
fessional shop.

As you cruise along, write down any-















