Renovating

an Interior, Part Three:
INTERIOR REMOVAL

You've developed an organization plan and you are
ready to begin stripping the interior. But what should
come out first? A&P/IA DENNIS WOLTER of Air Mod
guides you through the steps of disassembling the

interior of your Cessna.

the old interior. Rule No. 1 is stay

organized. Rule No. 2 is don’t throw
away any old interior stuff until the proj-
ect is completely finished. Rule No. 3 is
don’t damage the airplane.

Before continuing, I would like to
make three additional suggestions. First,
buy a copy of that great how-to manual
published by the FAA. I’'m referring
to AC 43.13-1B, “Aircraft Inspection,
Repair and Alterations: Acceptable
Methods, Techniques and Practices.”

(See link in Resources. —Ed.)

This book gives in-depth information
on how to properly repair and modify
almost anything you or your mechanic
may encounter when renovating your
interior or getting involved in mainte-
nance issues with your aircraft.

The second piece of advice, as I’ve
stated in previous articles, is to keep your
mechanic involved in your project. These
folks have seen a lot, and a wise owner
takes advantage of their experience.

The third bit of advice I have is that
you familiarize yourself with the benefits
as well as limitations an owner must
follow under the guidelines of preven-
tive maintenance, as outlined in AC
43-12A and 14 CFR Part 43, Appendix
A, Paragraph C. (In addition, the first
of Kristin Winter’s articles on preventive
maintenance can be found on Page 30 of
this issue. —Ed.)

F inally, it’s time to begin removing
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Preventing inadvertent damage

During an interior renovation, you will
constantly be climbing in and out of the
airplane, often carrying bulky items such
as seats and side panels. It’s very impor-
tant to protect your aircraft’s exterior
paint and windows.

To protect the main landing gear legs
and wheel pants, cover them with quilts
or moving blankets secured with mask-
ing tape. Here at Air Mod, we protect

During an interior
renovation, you will
constantly be climbing in
and out of the airplane. ..

windows by cutting some heavy paper or
thin cardboard to the appropriate shape
and taping it around the perimeter of
each window, inside and our.

With lots of activity happening in your
cabin, you should protect the instrument
panel with heavy packing paper or a
painter’s tarp.

I recommend covering the horizontal
stabilizer and elevators with old quilts,
wool army blankets or inexpensive mov-
ing blankets that can be purchased from
a discount tool supply store. This creates

a great place to store delicate plastic win-
dow trim and interior components.

First steps of interior removal

The first items to come out of the air-
plane should be the aircraft’s documents
and flight manual. If ever there is a time
for those items to be misplaced, it’s dur-
ing an invasive project like replacing an
interior. Temporarily store those impor-
tant documents in a safe place, away
from the airplane.

Every once in a while, we’ll get a
call from a former customer trying to
recreate lost records; looking for cop-
ies of anything we have that will help
reconstruct an airplane’s history. Missing
records have a substantial negative effect
on the value of your airplane!

I recommend that you make copies of
the airworthiness, registration and cur-
rent weight and balance records. Many
aircraft owners, myself included, have
scanned all their aircraft documents, cre-
ating a second set of records stored in a
separate location.

The first interior components to be
removed will be the pilot and copilot seats,
followed by aft seats. Before removing
seats, it’s a good idea to have someone sit
in the seat and actuate the tracking, reclin-
ing and seat height adjustments to verify
that all systems are functioning properly.

Later in the renovation process, after
the seats have been stripped to the bare
frame, put them back in the airplane
and have your A&P thoroughly inspect
everything for structural and mechani-
cal condition.

Don’t forget to check the length and
function of the seat belts and shoulder
harnesses. Here’s your chance to add a
little length to a seat belt to accommo-
date some middle-age “growth.” Have
your licensed mechanic assist in this pro-
cess. They should inspect these all-impor-
tant passenger restraints and mountings.

Also check to see if all seat stops are
still installed and that they are correct.
The aircraft’s parts book will advise as
to how many and what type of seat stop
is required for your specific airplane.
Believe it or not, we had an airplane
come in with a couple of household nails
run through a seat stop hole and bent
back on themselves in a dangerously
crude attempt to replicate a seat stop. 'm
not making this stuff up!

With seats out, it’s time to remove the
seat belts and harnesses where they are
secured to sturdy brackets on the floors
and to nutplates mounted in the overhead
cabin structure. Start by photographing















